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Eray received his B.S. degrees in chemical engineering and in materials science from the University of California at Berkeley, both in 1986. He received his Ph.D. degree in chemical engineering in 1991 from the University of Houston. He was a postdoctoral fellow at Bell Labs between 1991 and 1993 and professor of the chemical engineering at U.C. Santa Barbara between 1993 and 2005. In 2005, Professor Aydil, left Santa Barbara for better weather and joined the Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science at the University of Minnesota where he now holds the Ronald L. and Janet A. Christenson Chair in Renewable Energy. His research focuses on materials for solar cells. He has published over 160 journal articles and 7 patents but only some of them are worth reading. In recognition of his research, he has received the Peter Mark Award and the Plasma Prize from the American Vacuum Society, the Norman Hackerman Young Author Award of the Electrochemical Society, the National Young Investigator Award of the National Science Foundation, and the Camille-Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award. He is no longer eligible for awards with the word “young” in it. He is a Fellow of the American Vacuum Society and Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Vacuum Science and Technology. 

