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Abstract 
As with a career as a practicing engineer, a career as a patent attorney may include a myriad of 
options. For both careers, the available options, and success in a chosen option, may depend 
upon a number of common factors. A common factor may be the depth and breadth of a 
technical degree, which is provided by a degree in chemical engineering. Some factors may be 
more important initially in a career, while other factors may become more important as a career 
progresses. Although there is clearly overlap of factors, a career as a practicing engineer or 
scientist is quite different from a career as a patent attorney. Accordingly, this presentation will 
provide (i) general advice regarding having a successful career, (ii) a perspective on advantages 
of a chemical engineering degree, and (iii) a comparison and contrast of a career as a chemical 
engineer and a patent attorney.  
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